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Discussing how MOSAIC rule changes
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What opportunities / challenges does MOSAIC 
provide for flight training providers?p g g p

• New customer base for sport pilot seeking pilots

• Pilots may fly aircraft as “sport pilots” that they couldn’t previously fly

• Lower level Sport pilot CFIs? (lower hours)

• Potential utility of LSA aircraft in the future with higher gross weights

www.JasonBlair.net



MOSAIC Flight Training / Practical Testing / Pilot Privilege Effects

MOSAIC Final Rule Pilot Certification Provisions 
(14 CFR Part 61)( )

• This rule separates light sport category aircraft certification requirements
from the sport pilot certification requirements and removes the former
§ 1 1 li ht t i ft d fi iti§ 1.1 light-sport aircraft definition.

• Additionally, the rule expands what aircraft sport
pilots can operate and adds operational privileges
th t i dditi l t i i d lifi tithat require additional training and qualification. 

• The rule also adds make and model specific
training and endorsement requirements for

il t ki t t PIC f i ft ithpilots seeking to act as PIC of  aircraft with
the simplified flight controls designation [SFDC]. 
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What is a SFDC aircraft?
• Not going to be applicable to most of us…

l l f “ h h b ”• Preparatory regulatory language for “what might be coming soon...”

• Simplified Flight Controls refer to a modern category 
of aircraft flight control systems introduced under the

' l l f l h f ( )FAA's MOSAIC rule, primarily for light-sport aircraft (LSA)
and certain other categories like helicopters or
powered-lift vehicles.

f• These are highly automated flight control systems where
the pilot does not directly manipulate individual control
surfaces (like ailerons, elevator, rudder) or engine power
through traditional mechanical inputsthrough traditional mechanical inputs
(yoke/stick and rudder pedals).

• Think eVTOL aircraft that are being developed.
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MOSAIC Final Rule Dates
MOSAIC final rule was published on July 24, 2025, with two effective dates: 

October 22, 2025 (90 days aŌer publicaƟon) Octobe , 0 5 (90 days a e pub ca o )
• Pilot rules and privileges 
• Repairman certification, maintenance rules, and tow-hitch installaƟon 
• Class G airspace and right-of-way rules p g y

July 24, 2026 (365 days aŌer publicaƟon) 
• Removal of “light-sport aircraft” definition from 14 CFR § 1.1 
• Airworthiness cerƟficaƟon requirements 
• Changes in operations, including operating limitations  
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Who is a Sport Pilot?
• Anyone who is certificated as a Sport Pilot by the FAA
• Anyone who has a pilot certificate at a higher

level such as a Private Pilot, Commercial Pilot,
or ATP pilot.
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Pilots with Higher-Grades of Certificates:

There is a difference between “acting as a sport pilot” and being solely
“certificated as a sport pilot ”“certificated as a sport pilot.”

A pilot with higher level certifications may “exercise the privileges of sport pilot”
if they are not qualified to exercise higher level privileges. 

A sport pilot certificate is a standalone pilot certificate that requires using only a
valid U.S. driver's license in lieu of an FAA medical certificate.

Exercising sport pilot privileges refers to a pilot who holds a higher certificateg p p p g p g
(private, commercial, or ATP) chooses to fly under sport pilot rules—typically to
use a driver's license as medical qualification instead of maintaining a current
FAA medical—while complying with sport pilot limitations.

The key difference is the certificate level: one is a separate certification level;
the other is a temporary "downgrade" of privileges by a more qualified pilot
for medical flexibility.
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New Aircraft Limitations for Sport Pilots
The MOSAIC final rule removes “light-sport aircraft” 
definition from 14 CFR part 1 1 Revised aircraft design and performance limitationsdefinition from 14 CFR part 1.1. Revised aircraft design and performance limitations 
for sport pilots are listed in the new 14 CFR § 61.316. Here are some of the changes
to the aircraft limitations:
• Removal of the aircraft weight and speed limitatione o a o t e a c a t e g t a d speed tat o
• Use of any powerplant type except turbo-jet
• New maximum Vs1 stall speed of 59 knots CAS for airplanes [flaps retracted]
• Allows use of 4 seat airplanes, but retains 2 occupant limitationAllows use of 4 seat airplanes, but retains 2 occupant limitation
• Can operate aircraft with a retractable gear
• Can operate airplanes with manual controllable pitch propeller
• New rotorcraft-helicopter privilege (only those equipped and certificatedNew rotorcraft helicopter privilege (only those equipped and certificated

with the simplified flight controls designation)
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New Aircraft Limitations for Sport Pilots
§ 61.316(a) If you hold a sport pilot certificate 

[ i il ][or are acting as a sport pilot], you may act as
pilot in command of an aircraft that, since its
original certification…o g a ce t cat o …

“Since Original Certification” requirement:
• Modifications to aircraft to reduce the Vs1 od cat o s to a c a t to educe t e s

speed after its original certification cannot
qualify an airplane for sport pilot use.

• Modifications to reduce seating capacity
after its original certification cannot
qualify for sport pilot use.
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• MOSAIC separates pilot certification and operational requirements from

Sport Pilots and LSA No Longer the Same Thing
• MOSAIC separates pilot certification and operational requirements from

aircraft certification. This briefing focusing on sport pilot certification and
privileges and, as discussed, § 61.316 establishes performance and design 
requirements for the aircraft sport pilots may operate. It is important to
understand that for the purposes of light sport aircraft certification, different
criteria area used due to different priorities in aircraft certification.
Specifically, § 22.100 uses Vso of 61 knots.

• Sport pilots are no longer limited to operating “light-sport aircraft” but
similarly, not all newly certified light-sport aircraft will meet § 61.316 to
be eligible for sport pilot operations because of this separation between pilot
requirements and aircraft certification requirements. A light-sport airplane with
a VS1 greater than 59 knots could not be operated using sport pilot privileges.
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Separate Stall Speed Limitations
• The pilot certification section of the final rule established a 
maximum Vs1 CAS stalling speed of 59 knots under § 61.316, 
to indirectly limit the weight and cruise speed for airplanes that a 
sport pilot can operate without using a prescriptive weight limit.p p p g p p g

• The aircraft certification section adopted an independent 61 knot 
Vso maximum stalling speed limit for the certification of light-sport 
aircraft under § 22.100. This allowed for a significant expansion of 
what aircraft can be certificated using consensus standards under 
part 21.
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• Can’t have been denied last medical

• Need only have a current driver’s license

If these get made…not currently applicable

y

• CFI’s can provide sport pilot training in traditional aircraft for sport pilot certificates

• Common planes such as C172, Piper Warrior and Cherokee, Stinson, etc. now
b fl d th S t Pil t C t f i ft (14 CFR 61 314)can be flown under the Sport Pilot Category of aircraft (14 CFR 61.314)

• Sport pilot CFI certification possible with just a Sport or higher level pilot
certificate (don’t need to get instrument and commercial first)
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Vs Speed Determination
• Review the aircraft type certificate data sheet

(TCDS) fli ht l f th t ll d t(TCDS) or flight manual for the stall speed at
the time of aircraft certification.
• Vs1 cannot be more than 59 knots CAS. 
Note: To find the TCDS, go to drs.faa.gov and
type in TCDS in the search bar on left side.
Pick the aircraft manufacturer and type
of airplaneof airplane.
Vs1 = 
CLEAN CONFIGURATION
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Be careful of different models of an 
i f h i diff V daircraft having different Vs speeds
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It may be possible for models of the same aircraft may or may 
not apply for sport pilot category flight privileges.
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New Sport Pilot Night Operations Privilege § 61.329
Sport pilots can now conduct night operations after obtaining additional category and 
class specific night training experienceclass specific night training experience.

• 3 hours of night flight training in the specific category and class from an
authorized instructor that includes-

• At least one cross country with a landing at least 25 nm from departure pointy g p p
• 10 takeoffs and landings to a full stop at night

Sport pilots are required to have at least a valid third-class medical certificate
or meet the requirements of Basic Med (§ 61.23(c)(3)) to operate at night. 

Must receive a logbook endorsement from an authorized
instructor certifying that they meet training requirements
in specific category and class.

* A private pilot or higher may count night experience but
will still need instructor endorsement under § 61.329(c)
when acting as a sport pilot at night.
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Night Flying and Pilots with Higher-Grades of Certificates:

The MOSAIC final rule preamble addressed the scenario of a pilot with a higher-grade 
il ifi h h i il i il d i h dpilot certificate who chooses to exercise sport pilot privileges and wishes to conduct 

the optional night privileges. The FAA clarified that a person who holds a private pilot 
certificate (or greater) may apply their previous night training experience to meet the 
training requirements in § 61.329(a). g q § ( )

However, when exercising the privileges
of a sport pilot certificate and operating
at night the m st ha e obtained theat night, they must have obtained the
requisite endorsement under § 61.329(c)
even if the pilot holds a higher grade of
pilot certificate. Additionally, they must
still meet the medical requirements
of § 61.329(b) to exercise night privileges.
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New Sport Pilot CFI Night Operations Privilege § 61.415(n)

Qualifications to provide night flight training to sport pilots:

• Any subpart H (regular) flight instructor
• Any subpart K (sport pilot)  flight instructor who

has completed the required training and receive the
§ 61 329 endorsement in specific category and class§ 61.329 endorsement in specific category and class.

A subpart K instructor can receive training from a subpart H 
instructor or another subpart K instructor that is qualifiedinstructor or another subpart K instructor that is qualified 
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New Operational Privileges for Sport Pilots
• Aircraft with a retractable landing gear;
• Airplanes with manual adjustable pitch propeller; and
• Night operations using Basic Med or FAA medical

qualification requirementsqualification requirements.
Note: Additional training and instructor qualifying endorsements 
are required for these additional (but optional) sport pilot 
operating privileges.

Regulations: § 61.316(b), § 61.331, § 61.329
(NOTE: THIS IS NOT 61.31)( )
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New Sport Pilot Retractable Gear Operations Privilege

A sport pilot may operate an aircraft with retractable gear by either:p p y p g y

1) Satisfying the § 61.31(e) complex airplane training and endorsement. This may be 
accomplished in an aircraft that meets the § 61.1 definition of a complex airplane 
(i.e., an airplane that has a retractable landing gear, flaps, and a controllable pitch ( , p g g , p , p
propeller); or

2) Receive and log ground and flight training from an authorized instructor in an 
aircraft that has retractable landing gear and receive an endorsement from the g g
instructor certifying that they are proficient to operate the aircraft
(§ 61.331(a)(2)). This option accommodates privileges in aircraft that do not
meet the full definition of “complex airplane.” It applies to any aircraft with 
retractable landing gearretractable landing gear. 

Regulations: § 61.316(b), § 61.331(a)
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New Operational Privileges for Sport Pilots
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Can a Sport Pilot (or pilot acting as one) fly a
constant speed propeller equipped aircraft?

Probably yesProbably yes….

An endorsement to fly an aircraft with a controllable pitch propeller is not the 
same thing as a complex endorsement

Source: 
MOSAIC 
Webinar Q&AWebinar Q&A 
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Source: MOSAIC Webinar Q&A 
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What is the difference between a “Manual Controllable
Pitch Propeller” and a “Constant Speed Propeller”?
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Why so many slides on the “Manual Controllable Pitch 
Propeller” and a “Constant Speed Propeller” Question?

Because it was causing confusion…

and…

The guidance we have gotten
so far means that any
aircraft with FADEC CS propsaircraft with FADEC CS props
are likely eligible for 
Sport Pilots to fly.

(and no endorsement would
be required)
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If you have a complex endorsement, you can fly a CS prop under sport pilot privileges 
if you are certificated a higher level (PP, COM, ATP)

If you have a tailwheel endorsement, you can fly a tailwheel aircraft under sport pilot 
privileges if you are certificated a higher level (PP, COM, ATP)

If you have a high-performance endorsement you can fly a HP aircraft under sportIf you have a high performance endorsement, you can fly a HP aircraft under sport 
pilot privileges if you are certificated a higher level (PP, COM, ATP)

If you are a SPORT PILOT, you need the 
d f " l "61.31 endorsement from a "regular CFI" 

or an endorsement from a Sport Pilot CFI
that covers the specific skill under 61.331
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Trick question time…

Would a C177RG beWould a C177RG be
able to be flown by 
a sport pilot?
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* Gotchas and Hiccups *
Scenario:

I am a sport pilot certificate holder and want to fly a qualifying ASEL aircraft.

Question:Question:
Do I need a Vh endorsement?
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* Gotchas and Hiccups *
Scenario:

I am a Private pilot (or higher level) certificate holder, but I am exercising the privileges 
of sport pilot as I don’t have a current medical.

Question:Question:
Do I need a Vh endorsement?

Answer:
No you are not a sport pilot certificate holder You are assumed to meet thisNo, you are not a sport pilot certificate holder. You are assumed to meet this 
requirement from having the higher level certificate.
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* Gotchas and Hiccups *
Question:
Can a pilot who has had their medical revoked or denied fly as a sport pilot now?Can a pilot who has had their medical revoked or denied fly as a sport pilot now?

Answer: Source: MOSAIC Webinar Q&A 
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* Gotchas and Hiccups *
Question:
Is a pilot required to have a driver’s license to be able fly as a sport pilot if they have aIs a pilot required to have a driver s license to be able fly as a sport pilot if they have a 
current FAA medical instead?

Answer:

* They would
Need a photo
ID of some sort
th tthat was
government
issued though.
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* What exactly is Vh? *

This will apply to most traditional aircraft that now can be flownThis will apply to most traditional aircraft that now can be flown 
by sport pilots (or pilots acting under sport pilot privileges.
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* Gotchas and Hiccups *
Question:
Can a sport pilot (or sport pilot CFI) be a Safety Pilot? Source: MOSAIC Webinar Q&A

Answer:
No, not even if they 
have a medical

Source: MOSAIC Webinar Q&A 

have a medical.

A sport pilot CFI-S who
is a private pilot, cannot
act as a safety pilot while
giving dual instruction
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* Gotchas and Hiccups *
Question:

Is a sport pilot required to have any instrument instruction?

Nothing in that list there about instrument
training right?training, right?

Correct, but there is still some
that will likely required.

If the aircraft has a Vh greater than 87 knots.
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* Gotchas and Hiccups *
Question:

Is a sport pilot required to have any instrument instruction?Is a sport pilot required to have any instrument instruction?

Now for the why… 61.93(e)(12) 

The pilot is acting as a “student pilot” at that point, and is required to had this 
training to conduct solo XC flights. No minimum limit is provided, just an item listed 
that includes what must have been trained.
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* Gotchas and Hiccups *
Question:

Can a sport pilot CFI give this training?Can a sport pilot CFI give this training?
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If I am a Sport Pilot CFI…
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* Gotchas and Hiccups *
Question:

/ /Can a Sport Pilot CFI Give a Flight Review to a holder of a Private/Commercial/ATP 
pilot certificate?

Answer:
Maybe. But probably not.

The flight review has to be 
done by a CFI who can 

d h hconduct the activity at the 
level of pilot certificate the 
pilot holds, not the level 
of pilot privileges they aref p p g y
currently exercising.
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* Gotchas and Hiccups *
Question:

UPDATE!!

Can a Sport Pilot CFI Give a Flight Review to a holder of a
Private/Commercial/ATP pilot certificate?
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* Gotchas and Hiccups *
Question:
Does training received from a 
sport pilot CFI count toward
other certificates?

Answer:
Yes. With caveats.

Total time will always count.

Specific experience requirements
Must be met for each
Certificate/rating.

*More on that later
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Subpart K (Sport Pilot)
CFI Privileges § 61.415

Sport Pilot CFIs can provide:Sport Pilot CFIs can provide:
- A flight review or operating privilege for a sport pilot, or training to
maintain or improve the skills of a sport pilot.

While doing this, they may:While doing this, they may: 
- (d) A person who holds a flight instructor certificate issued under
subpart K may receive compensation for providing flight training in
accordance with this subpart.

In layman’s terms, a Sport Pilot CFI may only provide
training for student pilots, sport pilot certificates or

privileges, or sport pilots needing (or desiring) additionalp g , p p g ( g)
skills improvement or maintenance.
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Subpart K (Sport Pilot)
CFI Limitations § 61.415
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Subpart K (Sport Pilot)
CFI Limitations § 61.415

If you hold a flight instructor certificate with a sport pilot rating, you may only 
provide flight training in an aircraft meeting the performance limits and design 

requirements of § 61.316 and are subject to the following limits:

(k) Cannot carry more than one person.

(l) requires a flight instructor to have received the training and endorsement in an 
airplane with a manual controllable pitch propeller or an aircraft with a retractable 

landing gear aircraft prior to providing flight instruction in those aircraft.

Do this by complying with § 61.331 or § 61.31. y p y g § §
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* Gotchas and Hiccups *
TRICK Question:
Can a sport pilot CFI do sign off the 
cross-country planning and endorse a 
student who is training to be a private pilot?

Answer:
Yes! [if you don’t ask too many questions]

Thy are signing a student pilot certificate 
h ld ff d l lholder off to exercise student pilot privileges at 
that point. It is unclear [yet] if that XC will be used toward a sport or private pilot 
certificate [if you don’t ask too many questions]. And it could technically be utilized 
toward either.
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Why a Sport Pilot CFI 
may be an attractive 
route…
• Can begin instructing in

limited manner without
commercial or instrument
rating;

• Faster way starty
building time
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Why a Sport Pilot CFI may be an attractive route…
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* Gotchas and Hiccups *
Question:
Can a sport pilot CFI do the dual XC training flights for night and day for a studentCan a sport pilot CFI do the dual XC training flights for night and day for a student 
working on their commercial certificate?

Answer:
No!

The training is required under 
14 CFR 61.129 and is at a higher 
than student pilot or sport pilot No!
level certificate.
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Things to think about:
No direct pathway from

Sport Pilot to Private Pilot CertificateSport Pilot to Private Pilot Certificate
or

Sport Pilot CFI to [regular] CFI Certificate

Adding these is a new “certificate level”,
not an addition of a category or class to the

existing certificate level.
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Things to think about:
No direct pathway from Sport Pilot to Private Pilot.
Going from Sport Pilot ASEL to PP ASEL Requires:

• Private pilot knowledge test
• Complete the dual training required

(20 hours in the required areas and the specific items)
• Complete the solo experience requirements

(10 hours and the specific items)
• Practical test

No accommodation 
for SP CFI given to 
add on PP certificateadd on PP certificate 
in the PP ACS
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Things to think about:
No direct pathway from Sport Pilot CFI to “add on” [regular] CFI Requires:

• Flight Instructor Airplane knowledge test• Flight Instructor Airplane knowledge test
• Would not require FOI knowledge test
• Full CFI Initial Test (Subpart H)
• No minimum experience requirements for hours

No accommodation for 
SP CFI given to add onSP CFI given to add on 
CFI certificate in the CFI ACS
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Can a Sport Pilot CFI Give a FAA Wings Credit?

Yes, No, Maybe. It Depends.

A CFI-S may:
Act as a WINGS educational credit provider (flight credit)
Endorse pilots for Basic and Advanced WINGS flight credits
Provide WINGS credit only for tasks authorized underProvide WINGS credit only for tasks authorized under 
sport pilot privileges, typically:

Sport Pilot applicants, Sport Pilots, Pilots exercising sport pilot privileges in 
qualifying aircraft that can be flown by sport pilots.

A CFI-S may NOT:
Provide WINGS flight credit that requires Private Pilot or higher privileges;
Endorse WINGS activities instrument operations;
Act as the WINGS flight credit provider for a Private, Commercial, or ATP pilot when 
the activity exceeds sport pilot privileges
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Can a Sport Pilot CFI Give a FAA Wings Credit?

Look for the details…
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MOSAIC Rule/Guidance References 
FAA Order 8900.1 Volume 5, Chapter 2, Sections 12 & 24

[ d d] C 6 6 C ifi i il d li h d G d[Updated] AC 61-65K Certification: Pilots and Flight and Ground Instructors

[New] AC 61-146 Pilot Certification 
and Operations for Sport Pilots, p p ,
Flight Instructors with a Sport Pilot 
Rating, and Simplified Flight Controls.
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MOSAIC Rule/Guidance References 

An Updated Sport Pilot PTS is coming soon…
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* Key Takeaways for Flight Training Providers *

• Your current fleet of aircraft may now be used for 
“sport pilot” training activities or pilots flying them.

www.JasonBlair.net



MOSAIC Flight Training / Practical Testing / Pilot Privilege Effects

* Key Takeaways for Flight Training Providers *

• A CFI-S (sport pilot only CFI) cannot do all the same things
a regular CFI can.

• Training from a CFI-S may or may not count toward other
tifi t Y h t l k CLOSELY t h t h bcertificates. You have to look CLOSELY at what has been

done and how it as been documented.

• You WILL have pilots seeking training as sport pilots in• You WILL have pilots seeking training as sport pilots in
aircraft they weren’t previously able to fly.

• A sport pilot CFI-S who is a private pilot, cannot act as ap p p p ,
safety pilot while giving dual
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* Key Takeaways for Flight Training Providers *

• You WILL have pilots seeking to operate aircraft “acting as
sport pilots” who have higher level certificates and no longer
have current medical certificates or qualify for BasicMed.

Y MAY h S t Pil t P i t Pil t h t t t• You MAY have Sport Pilots or Private Pilots who want to get
their Sport Pilot CFI next.

• You may encounter students whoYou may encounter students who
have had previous training from
“sport pilot CFIs”
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* Key Takeaways for Flight Training Providers *

• You really SHOULD talk with your insurance provider to
determine what / if they have any policy limitations for
SP CFIs if you employ them or if you have sport pilots
flying at your operation.flying at your operation.
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* Key Takeaways for Flight Training Providers *

• DPEs are not automatically approved to give
SP ASEL or SP CFI checkrides; they must get 
the authorization approved and added in DMS.

M DPE t f ili• Many DPEs are not as familiar 
with SP checkrides, they
may need a little “coming
up to speed”.
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* Gotchas and Hiccups *
Question: Can a sport pilot CFI [Subpart K] who does not meet the 24 months, 
200 hours etc requirements train an initial sport pilot CFI? Even if they had just200 hours, etc. requirements train an initial sport pilot CFI? Even if they had just
been certificated as one themselves?

Answer: Yes. Title 14, Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) part 61 subpart K flight 
instructors are not required to meet the experience requirements identified in subpartinstructors are not required to meet the experience requirements identified in subpart 
H § 61.195(h) Qualifications to provide ground or flight training to initial flight 
instructor applicants. Section 61.181 Applicability clarifies that subpart H “prescribes 
the requirements for the issuance of flight instructor certificates and ratings (except 
for flight instructor certificates with a sport pilot rating)”. Accordingly, any reference in 
part 61 subpart H that references “flight instructor” specifically refers to flight 
instructor certificates issued under that subpart rather than all flight instructors 
(Subpart H and Subpart K flight instructors) Therefore the requirements of(Subpart H and Subpart K flight instructors). Therefore, the requirements of 
§61.195(h) do not apply to Subpart K flight instructors.
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* Gotchas and Hiccups *
Question: Could that person then be trained for their (subpart H) CFI certificate and not need to have
that training be from a CFI who met the 14 CFR 61.195(h) requirements?g ( ) q

To clarify, the FAA believes that your question should be rephrased as follows,

A person who possesses a flight instructor certificate with a sport pilot rating (Subpart K) now seeks to obtain a 
flight instructor certificate with a category and class rating (Subpart H). Can the instruction provided by a flight 
i t t ith th i t t d l ti (S b t H) id fli ht t i i t th li tinstructor with the appropriate category and class rating (Subpart H) provide flight training to the applicant 
without satisfying the requirements of §61.195(h)?

Answer: Yes. § 61.195(h)(2) that states,

“(2) Flight training A flight instructor who provides flight training to an initial applicant for a flight instructor(2) Flight training. A flight instructor who provides flight training to an initial applicant for a flight instructor 
certificate must meet the eligibility requirements prescribed in § 61.183; hold the appropriate flight instructor 
certificate and rating; meet the requirements of the part under which the flight training is provided; and meet 
one of the following requirements—”

P i f fli ht i t t tifi t (i l di i d d b t K) l l t th t thPossession of a flight instructor certificate (including one issued under subpart K) clearly supports that the 
applicant would not be an initial applicant for a flight instructor certificate. The language in this regulation 
subpart does not differentiate between flight instructor certificates issued under Subpart K or H.
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* Gotchas and Hiccups *
Question: Would they [an applicant] need to be trained by a subpart H CFI who meets 
the 61 195 requirements to train an initial CFI or is that no longer applicable becausethe 61.195 requirements to train an initial CFI, or is that no longer applicable because 
they are already the holder of a FAA issued CFI certificate?

Answer: No. Possession of a flight instructor certificate issued under Subpart K or H 
would support the applicant is not seeking an initial flight instructor certificate and thewould support the applicant is not seeking an initial flight instructor certificate and the 
limitation of § 61.195(h) would not apply.

You then provide the following scenario (paraphrased) and follow-on question.

A private pilot is seeking to accomplish a practical test for a commercial pilot 
certificate and lets their [FAA] medical lapse and has not satisfied the BasicMed
[medical qualification]. The private pilot then exercises the privileges of a sport pilot 
[certificate] using a valid US driver's license and is operating an aircraft that is eligible[certificate] using a valid US driver s license and is operating an aircraft that is eligible 
to be flown by a sport pilot. The pilot continues to receive flight instruction from a 
Subpart H flight instructor in pursuit of a commercial [pilot] certificate.

www.JasonBlair.net



MOSAIC Flight Training / Practical Testing / Pilot Privilege Effects

* Gotchas and Hiccups *
Question: Is my impression correct that they [the pilot applicant] could be the PIC 
during a practical test for a commercial pilot certificate with no medical or BasicMedduring a practical test for a commercial pilot certificate with no medical or BasicMed
as long as it was in an aircraft of the same requirements?

Answer: No. See section § 61.23 Medical certificates: Requirement and 
duration Specifically § 61 23(a) that statesduration. Specifically, § 61.23(a) that states,

“(a) Operations requiring a medical certificate. Except as provided in paragraphs (b) 
and (c) of this section, a person—

(3) Must hold at least a third-class medical certificate—

(iii) When taking a practical test in an aircraft for a recreational pilot, private pilot, 
commercial pilot, or airline transport pilot certificate, or for a flight instructor 
certificate, except when operating under the conditions and limitations set forth in §
61.113(i)”
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Any concerns here?

What questions would you be 
asking of this CFI?

What about if you employedWhat about if you employed 
them?
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Discussion?

Or find more information at:
www.JasonBlair.net
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