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RNAV (GPS) RWY 25L  
DEER VALLEY, ARIZONA 

Flying into the swarm of training, pilots can use this approach for alignment.

B Y  J A S O N  B L A I R

A BUSY TRAINING and GA-use airpor t in the  
northern part of Phoenix, Deer Valley Airport (KDVT) 
has a limited number of GPS-only approaches from 
which a pilot might choose. While the weather is rarely 
IFR in the area, a pilot might choose to use the RNAV 
Runway 25L procedure to help align with an intended 
landing runway in the suburban landscape, to avoid  
confusion with the multiple airports in the area, or just 
as a part of their training or currency practice.

A MULTIPLE PLACES TO 
START
A pilot approaching from 
different directions might 
choose different way-
points across which they 
could make a transition 
to the one official IAF 
listed at CIPLU. An  
approach from the north 
might have a pilot choose 
(or ATC assign) crossing 
the POURS waypoint. A 
pilot approaching from 
the south might  
utilize the Phoenix (PHX) 
VOR. In these cases, they 
would need to complete 
a course reversal to es-
tablish onto the approach 
either using a lap in the 
hold or a procedure turn 
on the protected side of 
the hold before proceed-
ing inbound on the  
approach course.

B HOLD AND INBOUND 
COURSES
A slight but important 
difference, the inbound 
course on the hold at 
CIPLU is 259 degrees, 
while the inbound course 
from this point along the 
final approach path is 
254 degrees. The good 
news is that the GPS 

should sequence this, 
and if you are utilizing an 
autopilot, it should  
follow the course change. 
If you are hand-flying 
the approach, be aware 
that a slight change will 
be needed to avoid a 
course-needle deflection.

C  PARALLEL RUNWAYS
While one runway may 
be nearly double the size 
of the other, if you are 
flying this approach, be 
sure you know the one 
for which you have been 
cleared to land. Closely 
situated parallel runways 
can keep traffic close by 
and add to confusion at 
times.

D CIRCLING SOUTH, BUT 
NOT AT NIGHT 
If you happen to be  
circling to Runway 7R, 
be sure to take note 
that the indication on 
the chart is that a circle 
is “not authorized north 

of Runway 7R-25L.” 
This means a circle to 
the south for right traf-
fic: This is non-stan-
dard. Also worth noting 
is that circling, even 
though it may seem like 
a simple side step, is 
not authorized at night 
to 25R. Expect to land 
on the big runway from 
this approach at night.

E MULTI-STEP MISSED 
APPROACH 
The missed approach 
isn’t just a straight-to-
a-point-and-hold event. 
If a pilot has a need to 
go missed upon reach-
ing the decision height 
on the LPV, or at the 
MAP if flying the LNAV 
on this approach, it will 
first take them to the 
BOLES waypoint while 
climbing to 6,000 feet 
msl. From there, they 
will turn and head to the 
HEVRO waypoint, and 

then turn again to the 
BANYO waypoint. Here 
is where they would hold 
and wait for either fur-
ther instructions from 
ATC, or potentially head 
back to the IAF at CIPLU 
if they were going to try 
the approach again. 

F DME DISTANCE HOLDS 
Holds aren’t just  
established by time now. 
Although one-minute 
holds still exist, there 
are other means of  
determining leg length. 
On this approach plate, 
both the depicted holds 
are based on nautical 
mile distances, not  
timing. The hold  
depicted at CIPLU has 
a pilot fly 5-nm legs on 
the inbound course, and 
the hold at BANYO for 
the missed approach 
has a pilot fly 6-nm legs 
on the inbound leg. GPS 
certainly helps make 
this easier—and it’s the 
only way to do them on a 
GPS-based approach—
but they are different 
from what many pilots 
might have become  
accustomed to from 
their initial training.

} JASON BLAIR is a flight instructor, an FAA examiner, and an author in the general aviation and training communities.
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