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RNAV (GPS)-B (PAKT) 


"USE FEEDER 
WAYPOINTS 
Way poin ts such as 
DWAR F, GIRTS, and LA­
TRY are good poin ts to 
consider using w hen es­
tablishing onto thi s ap­
proach. W it h minimum 
altitudes depicted fro m 
these points to th e f inal 
approach path, a pilot 
can be assured they wi ll 
remain clear of obstac les 
around t l, e airport . An 
approach like t his m igh t 
be used even in marginal 
VFR-or even f ully VFR 
conditions-to help guar·· 
an tee obstacle clearance. 

4) CHECK DESCENT 
ANGLE 
A st andard instru ment 
approach will have a 
3 -degree angle of de­
scent . This has a much 
steeper One. A nate in the 
t ab le t hat compares ap­
proach peeds in cor rela­
tion to descent angle and 
fpm descent requ ired 
shows a 6A9 -degree 
descent angle. If you are 
flying an aircraft that ap ­
pr·oaches at 100 kno s, 
thi s m eans you 'N ill need 
a 1,152 fpm descent rate 
after passing the ROZMO 
fi nal approach fix to get 
down to the minimum al-

Consider flying this approach even in VFR conditions. 

BY JASON BLAIR 

A BUCKET LIST trip for many pilots, flying an aircraft 
up to Alaska can involve some of the most scenic fly­
ing in a pilot 's lifetime. For many who are following the 
coastal route, Ketchikan becomes a first major stopping 
point for fuel when heading north from the continental 
U.S. Being next to the ocean, weather conditions may 
require a pilot to fly an RNAV (GPS) approach. As a po­
tentially unfamiliar mountainous area, flying this ap­
proach might be a good idea even in VFR conditions to 
guarantee a clear shot to the airport. 

t itu de In time. This is cer­
tainly steeper t han the 
typ ical 700 to 80 0 fpm 
de cent rate we m ost 
often use when flying a 
nonprecision approach 
t hat doesn't include a 
g lide slope . 

G HIGH APPROACH 
MINIMUMS 
Wh ile there are other 
approaches at th is air­
port that have straight - in 
m ini mums, if a pilot se­
lects this approach, 
on ly c ircl ing m ini mum s 
are ava ilab le. By allow­
ing a descent no lower 
than 1,888 feet agl, the 
approach might not be 
th e one to select in low 
w eather conditions. A 
prlot should use this ap­
proach for a descent 
from the en route env i­
ronment with a higher 
layer of clouds and to 
help sequence the air·· 
plane on a path aligned 
with the airport. 

e CIRCLING-ONLY 
MINIMUMS 
While the approach path 
looks to be aligned wi t h 
a runway, the procedure 
on ly offers ci rc ling m in­
imums. This app roach 
should he lp a p ilat t ran­
sir ion to visually ma­
neuvering for a landIng. 
There is also a note that 
ind icates ci rc ling is not 
authorized northwest 
of Runway 11 /29. The 
te r·rain features cl imb 
a t one poiM to 3,285 
feet- we ll above t he 
lowest potent ial circl ing 
m inimum ofl ,980 feet­
leav ing a p ilot be low ter­
r in t hat is cl ose to th e 
airport to th e north east. 

o FASTER APPROACH 
SPEEDS? 
The lowest m inimums 
on th is approach are 
availab le for a ircraft 
capa Ie of f lying at or 
belo w 90 knots f or t heir 
approach speed. If yo u 

are go ing between 90 
and 120 kn ots on yo ur 
f inal approach, it w ill 
Increase mIn imum s 
to 2.62 0 f eet, a bu mp 
of 640 feet . Don't 
cheat on this , because 
t he fa ster speeds 
m ean you m ight not 
cl ear t er ra in during 
a m issed approach if 
you des cend t oo law 
and need to c li mb ou t . 
T he lowest pub lished 
minim ums on th is 
approac h m ay not be 
app li cab le fo r your 
par ti cu lar aircraf t's 
approach spe ed s. 

o PATIENCE ON THE 
MISSED 
From t he airpo rt, a pi ­
lot transitions to the 
CLOY D intersecti on and 
then to DOOZI w here a 
5-nm - leg hold w ould be 
entered i f needed . The 
approach p late has the 
pilot do ing this at 5 ,0 0 0 
feet msl, and a t ota l d is­
tan ce of 23 nm (1 6 .3 
nm beyond CLOYD) is 
needed t o get to DOOZI 
f rom the PA KT airport . 
The goal is t o get the air­
craft in to a locat ion clear 
of obstac les w here a pi­
lot can hold while they 
decide w hat t o do next. 

• JASON BLAIR is a flight instructor, an FAA examiner, and an author in the general aviation and training communities. 
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