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CHART WISE 

HONOLULU, HAWAI'I 


L IDA RWY 26L (PHNL) 

On a unique approach into O 'ahu~5 gateway airport 

BY JASON BLAIR 

PLANNING A LITTLE flying around Honolulu, Ha­
wai'i? Followi ng along like the aviation dark I am on an 
airline flight , as you check out the approac h plates the 
crew might be using; or just looking for a busy approach 
to test your knowledge? You might run across the LDA 
approach to Runway 26L at Daniel K. Inouye Interna­
tional Airport (PHNL). It's an approach plate with lots 
going on- but don't forget to look ahead if you break out 
high enough, as you'll be aimed at the historic grounds 
of Pearl Harbor, before you follow the flashing lights on 

• JASON BLAIR is a flight i s : e, a'o an author in the general aviation and training communities . 
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o LOA: AT AN ANGLE 
An LDA approach is a lo ­
cal izer-type direct ional 
aid that isn 't necessar­
Ily aligned wi t h a spe ­
cific runway. In this case, 
it 's designed to approach 
Runway 26L even though 
the fina l approach course 
is 304 degrees-a change 
of roughly 40 degrees to 
the final direction of land­
ing. Why would they do 
this? From t he plan view, 
you can see terra in fea­
tures topping out at 3,121 
feet msl to the east of the 
airport, so a straight- in ap­
proach isn't going to work . 

G FLASHING LIGHTS? 
Note 6 indicates that a pi­
lot may "fo llow the flash­
ing lights to Runway 26L ." 
Using this approach, as a 
pilo transition to the 
m inimum a ltitude and 
breaks out of the clouds 
there wi ll be a sequence 
of flash ing lights that w ill 
lead them to the intended 
landing runway, 26L. This 
is presumably t o help re ­
duce confusion on wh ich 
runway )IOU w il l be land­
Ing as the local izer course 
is based at the en d of 26R 
and a landing is intended 
to be on 26L. Make sure 
you line up w ith the cor­
rect runway if flying this 
approac h. 

o PICK THE 
CORRECTDME 
Whlie most pi lots will f ly 
t hi s wi t h t he app roac h 
loaded in the GPS system 
and get their DM E fro m 
th ere, there is a note t o 
use DME f rom IEPC when 
on t he loca li ze r co urse. 
When flying this approach 
w ith a more traditional i n­
st rument package, a pilot 
might aCC identall y use the 
HNL VOR DME, w hich is 
not located at the same 
posit ion . 

e UNIQUE CIRCLING 
'LIMITATIONS' 
T h r e's a note that this 
app roac h canno t be 
u sed to CI rcte to Run ­
way 22R , but this isn't 
t h e o n l y note. In th e 
bottom right corner of 
the plate where circling 
m in imums are listed for 
different aircraft speed 
categor ies, another note 
indicates that circling is 
not authOrized to "Sea 
L anes 4W, aw, 22 W , 
and 26W." The "W" in 
each of t hese is an In­
dicator that there are 
"runways" of water des­
ignated tor seap lane op ­
erations at this ai rpo rt. 
The upsho t? Yo u can ' t 
u se this approac h to 
land o n the deslgn< ted 
water runways . 

in to Ru nway 261. 

G GPS REQUIRED? 
You can establ ish onto 
this approach using one 
of several mitial approach 
fixes (lAFs). A pi lot might 
choose to use NBODY, 
CUDEK, SHLAE. or even 
the SAKKI intersections 
to feed their aircraft onto 
the apnroach. Most of 
these ~1I11 require the pi ­
lot to use th~ GPS even 
though he primary in ­
bound nay ga Ion source 
for his ap roach will be a 
locahzer 'requency. While 
it Is pass b e 0 use vec­
tors-a d - navigation 
sources 0 issed ap­
proach-G:>S sure makes 
thl>. Mage. 

Q MANDATORY CROSS­
ING A TIT DES 
Ma 

DE K th er e are m an da­
t ory crossing altitudes of 
6,000 feet , and at SHLAE 
it 's 4,000 feet. This is typ­
icall y done on approaches 
where overly ing airsp ce 
traffic would not a ll ow 
a pilot to transition over 
these f ixes at higher alti­
tude s. 

o CONFUSING MISSED 
APPROACH 
Th e mis sed approac h 
asks a pilot t o climb, then 
turn and follow the Ho­
nolulu VO R ( HNL) 171­
degree radia l t o intersec­
tio n A LANA USing HN L 
and Molokai VORTAC 
(MKK) Initially, a p i lot 
might th ink this means to 
flyoverthe HNL VOR, but 
with the missed approach 
point being 1,8 miles from 
the ru nway-a DME po int 
of 2.2 from IEPC-the 
turn will actually take the 
pilot left and sou th of the 
HNL VOR to intercept th is 
radial. 
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D Circling not authorized northwest of Rwys 8L and 22R. 
o Circlin not authorized north of Rwy 8l/ 26R. 

CHANGES: Notes , minimums. 

120 D 760' H7' -2% 
140 0820' (807') -2Y4 

165 01400'(1387 ') -3 
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