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ROCKY MOUNTAIN 


METRO,DENVER 


RNAV (GPS) RWY 30R 


o MULTIPLE IAFS 
Ap pr oach i ng from t he 
south , a pilo t m ight choose 
NS P YR or if f ro m the 
north or east , ROKXX as 
the first point t hey select 
on their GPS to t ransition 
onto the courses f or thi s 
approach . Each of t hese 
waypoin t s offe rs a p il ot 
a n oPPo l·tunity to select 
a m ost effici ent posit ion 
from which t o get es t ab­
li shed onto t he ap proach 
and conti nue inbound, 

e MANDATORY 
ALTITUDE AT LAWNG 
Not somethin g yo u see 
on all app ro ac hes . t hi s 
appr oac h has an inter­
section that has a "Man ­
d atol' Y" a ltitude noted, 
When a pilot transitions 
f rom the PLAAY fix to 
the LAWN G waypo in t . 
they're expected to be at 
7.000 feet msl , not above 
or below it, It is not a min ­
imum a ltitude-in thi s 
case , it is a m andatory 
alt i tud e. This is m os t 
c o m mon ly u se d when 
ATe needs to ro ute t raf­
fic ac ro ss po int s w here 
ov er or un der ly ing a ir­
space m ay have oth er 
t raffi c transiting at differ­
ent altitudes, 

The airport on a mesa lies dowllwind ofthe COlltinental Divide. 

BY JASON BLAIR 

FOR THOSE HEADING to the Denver area-especially 
those who plan to explore the north side oftown-Rocky 
Mountain Metro Airport (KBJC) gives pilots a great op­
tion . More frequently used by genera l aviation traffic , 
this a irport offers parallel runways and multiple FBOs. 

In the event of IFR weather, a pilot might choose to 
use the RNAV (GPS) Rwy 30R approach. In the spring­
time, pilots should watch for mountain-wave-induced 
winds that can hammer the mesa upon ,"vhich the airport 
si ts. Summer brings the thunderstorm season, though 
cells are often widely spread and easy to spot visually. A 
few other things stick out on this approach that a pilot 
should note before they head inbound. 

G MINIMUMS FOR WAAS 
AND NON-WAAS 
Knowi ng wh at app roach 
m in im u ms a re app li ca ­
ble for the eq ui pm ent in 
your aircraft is im port­
ant , In thi s case , the t wo 
main approach min imums 
t ha t most ai rcraft have 
t o ch oo se b etwee n a re 
LPV and LNAV. Offer ing 
both of these option s, the 
approach allows an air­
craft capab le of rece iv ­
ing WAA S to fly to L PV 
mini m ums that re lower 
than those for an ai rcraft 
not equipped w ith WA AS. 
Those w ithout must fl y to 
the LNAV minimums, 

A pi l ot will " eed to 
kn ow wh at equ ipment 
they have and use it t o se­
lect t he prop er m inimums 
as t hey fl y down the ap­
proach, I n lower weather 
c ond iti o ns, i t might be 

t he d iffe l'en ce between 
getting in or not, Plus, the 
LPV will of f er the pilot a 
GPS/ WAAS-der ived glide 
slope t hey can follow f or a 
stab ili zed approach, 

C!) WHEN TO GO MISSED 
With "going missed c lim b­
ing a l' rows " depicted at 
m Ultiple points from the 
1.0 nm point with a " 1" 
num ber note and a " V" 
(v isu a l descent poi n t), 
and beyo nd that , an "M" 
at th e RW30 R point. a 
p il ot m ight get confused 
at w hen they rea ll y need 
t o g o m isse d on this ap­
proach, To de t erm in e 
wh ich m issed app roac h 
point (MAP) t o use, re ­
fer back t o the q uestion 
of Which min im ums app ly, 
For the ''1'' not e indi c a­
tion, going m is ed wo uld 
happe n only i f th e p ilot 

w as flyin g th e app roach 
as an LN AV (non-WA AS) 
app r' oach , T he RW30R 
point w ou ld be app licable 
t o LPV o r L N AV/V N AV 
approach m inimums and 
would req uire the p ilot to 
go missed at t he d ecision 
a lt itud e alo ng the g lide 
slope-i f the runway envi ­
ronment was not in sight, 

o MISSED PROCEDURE 
NOTTOSCALE 
The mi ssed appro ac h 
takes a pi lot first on a 
c limb st raight ahead t o 
6 .300 f ee t and then up 
to 10,3 0 0 fee t a fter a 
right turn to the H YG EN 
waYP o int-and it ha s a 
no te tha t says it is "Not 
to Scale. " This is a hin t to 
the pilot th at th ere may be 
"som e d istance" between 
th e MA P and the missed 
approach hold ing poi nt . 
To get t he depiction to f it 
o n th e chart, th ey nee d 
to do thi s so m etimes . It 
means the pilot wi ll need 
t o be re ad y for a short ­
or in some cases longer­
di st an ce t o w h ere they 
w ill arr ive at th e ho lding 
p o int. You ' ll want t o be 
ready t o read t he distance 
f rom you r GPS box as you 
trans ition . 

• JASON BLAIR is a flight instructor, an FAA examiner. and an author in the general aviation and training communities, 
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