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o FEEDING ONTO THE 
APPROACH 
A p ilot might choose to 
use t he POZ VOR or the 
PRA DO intersect ion from 
the enroute environment 
w hen est ablishing them­
selves onto the approach. 
Both points serve as initial 
approach fixes (lAFs) with 
feeder routes (denoted by 
the heavy black arrows) to 
the POM VOR, from w hich 
a pilot would transition in­
bound to KEMT 

o ALTITUDES FOR 
HOLDING 
If a pi lot is pl ann ing on 
ho lding at t he POM VO R, 
either to establish onto the 
approach or just to create 
time to pre pare before 
sho ti ng t he app roach, 
there are both m inimum 
and maximum altitudes. 
A m inim um a l t itLlde of 
4,000 feet msl is l isted, 
and li ke m ost ca se s, is 
there to keep you clear of 
erraln. But a max imum al­

titude is also listed. In th iS 
case, it's 6 ,000 feet m sl. 
The most common reason 
to do this on an approach 
Is to keep an aircraft in 

VOR-A 

A deceptively simple approach? 

BY JASON BLAIR 

THE POMONA VOR on the VOR-A approac h to EI 
Mo nte, California (KEMT), may not be on the FAA's 
"keep list ," when considering the eventual transition to 
a minimum operational network (MON) ofVORs. But 
it's a good example of a VOR approach for our analysis . 

AVOR approach procedure may look simple at first, 
but it can ge t a little complex. For as long as the VOR 
serving this approach remains in serv ice, if you happen 
to fly it, take your time and understand the details. 

the hold f rom becoming a 
concern for aircraft fl ying 
over at higher altitudes. In 
this case, the fact that Los 
Ange les airport (KL AX) is 
just over 20 m iles to the 
w est is one li ke ly reason 
fo r overflights. 

G HOLD/FEEDER ROUTE 
A major gotcha on thi s ap­
proach for a pilot that goes 
missed is that the holding 
inbound c ou rse-wh ich 
a lso happen s t o be the 
course inbound from the 
PDZ VOR-isn't the same 
course t hat the pilot flies 
outbound from the POM 
VOR to t he KEMT airport 

bound won' get the pilot 
to the airport, and m ight 
cause an impact With ter ­
rain north of the airport. 

G VOR NOT THE FAF 
On m any approaches. a 
VOR serves as a fina l ap­
proach fix and the begin ­
ning of t he descent to the 
airport. In this case, pas ­
sage of the VOR does in­
deed allow a pilot to start 
descend ing, but it is not 
the FAF. The FAF is a DME 
pOint along t he 25 8 ­
degree radia l at 6.3 OME 
from the POM VOR, SE­
LAW. If you have an air­
erat t using trad i ti ona l 
OME sources-not sub ­
stituting GPS for OM E 
pOints-make sure you 
ha:e the DM E selec ted 

he correct VOR. You 
could also identify SELAW 

Ing a th ird VOR, the SLI 
OR on the 006 radial. 

ThiS IS especiall y import ­
ant if you had t ran sltioned 
from the PDZ VO R to the 

POM VOR along the ap­
proach. Oh, and don't for­
ge t to start that tim er 
when you pass SELAW. 

o NO STRAIGHT IN, 
CIRCLE ONLY 
Thi s part icul ar approach 
offers only ci rc ling min­
imums. With t he m ini­
m ums on ly getting a pilot 
down to app roximately 
1,00 0 feet agl (depending 
on the approach categor y), 
a pilot w ill need to plan on 
circ ling to land on t he run­
way of their choice. 

o CONFUSING MISSED 
The notes for the m issed 
approach in ic t e an ini ­
ti I c limbing tu rn to the 
left t o 2,500 feet o n a 
070 degree heading. This 
is an assigned heading un­
til the pilot inte rcepts the 
VOR R-278 to A DA MM 
(an intersection from the 
POZ and POM VORs that 
can also be identi fied w it h 
DM E from t he PDZ VOR) 
before continuing on t he 
rad ial to t he POZ VOR. 
The pilot should not "go 
d irect" to t he PDZ VOR 
f rom the MAP. 

• JASON BLAIR is a flight instructo-. ar =- ctlve author in th e general avi ation and train ing communities . 
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