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Van Nuys 

Newhall 9 

Departure 


One ofthe COlllltr)' 's busiest airports bellef'its 

from f1 stone/cirri departure procedure." 


BY ROB MARK ANO JASON BLAIR 

The key aspect of any standard instrument 
departure is the word "standard." SrDs were cre­
ated to reduce the required radio traffic between 
air traffic controllers and pilots, as aircraft tran­
sition from the terminal to the en route airspace 
in busy environments such as the one surround­
ing Van Nuys, California. This past year, KVNY 
locally handled more than 212,000 takeoffs and 
landings, making it one of the busiest general 
aviation airports in the United States. Adding 
to the local complexity is KVNY's proximity to 
Hollywood Burbank Airport (KBUR) to the east 
and its location beneath the busy Los Angeles 
Class B airspace . • 

• Rob Mark is an award-winning journalist, business ­
jet pilot, flight instructor and blogger. 

• Jason Blair is a flight instructor, an FAA OPE, and 
an active author in the general aviation and training 

communities . 
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() Terrain and climb 
Requirements 
The ~k~otf Db tacle 
no PS ound on +he ~ight 
slde of he SID plate 
provide required cilmb 
gradien s 0 r nauti ­
cal mile TMese ensure 
the aircraft 15 able 
to safely clear local 
terraln . some pilots 
contuse h~s requ~re ­

men t witn climb rates ~n 
feet . p~r-mlnu e depicted 
on the vertical speed 
indlcator cll.mb gradl­

ents are not displayed 

1n the COCkPlt and 

must be ca culated us­

ing an alrcraft ' s per 

formance charts prior 

to departure , con 

siderlng atmospherlc 

and a1 itude require 

ments For example , an 

alrcratt cl~mbing at 

1~0 knots must inter ­
polate a climb gladi 
ent per nautlcal rn~le 
by considering the 
loo -knot groundspeed 
that translat S 1nto 
617 feet per nautical 
mile and a 150 knot 
speed , a 925 foot rate 
per nauttcal mile . 
That works out to an 
approximate climb 
rate of 740 feet per 
rninu e being required 
up 0 7 eBO feet 

() It All Depends 

on the Departure 

Runway 


quick look at the 
lower ight side of 
th 5 ohar offers de ­
talls about what he 
pilot can expect, 
depending on which 
runway~ ar~ i n use 
at KVNY when run­
ways 16 Left and Right 
are active , departures 
should expect an ini 
tial cllmb followed 
by a left turn a 163 
degrees and a climb 
to cross the VNV 2.0 
OMF. II or helow 1,7B0 
fe~t Nex there 's a 
chmblllg left turn to 

heading of 113 de ­
grees when nor h de 
p~rtures off runways 
34 Le1T and Right are 
In use . pilots can ex ­
pec a cl mblng lef 
Lurn to a headIng of 

253 aegr es The notes 
on he bo am right tell 
pllots to e pect ra­
dar vee ors to !PIHO, 
then v a ransltion to 
aSSigned rou e" hi s 
means that no rna tar the 
runNay n use , a p1lot 
should e peet to cross 
IPIHO before continuing 
th depalture procedure 

G 5105 offer 
predictability 
Once he aircraft 
cfos~es I~IHO , the rouLe 
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SOCAl Oepam". (II ) Apt Elev 

124.6 802 
Trani all: 18000 
I. R....DAR required. 
1. For ail runways: Do not intercltpl an.,. d&parlur. 

radial until advised by ATC. 
J. Appro;o:imal. distance trom lak&-off arH runWlIIYi 

lOL/R 1002.2 VNY i, 1.2 NM. 

NEWHALL 9 DEPARTURE 
(NUAL9.IPIHO) 

• 

is easy t o lOentify 
and need~ no input 
from ATe After IP­
IHO. the p110t fIles 
to TINE. then to 
LANGE. SLAPP an BO­
GET. next to the 
palmdale VOR [P~O) 

then to ETH ER. and 
finally on to OAG 
Along this rout~. 

minimum altitud es 
a re published much 
as they would be for 
an minimum en route 
altitude on a lawen 

route ehart . These 
altitudes increase in 
relation to the ter ­
raln Pllots unable 
to main t ain any of 
these altitudes along 
the way shOUld notlfy 
ATe prior to depar­
ture by de c lining the 
SID and negotiating 
another option. 

e Lost Comms 
Additlonally. in the 
middle right column 
of the chart there' S a 

"LOS t Comms" box that 
explains the ac t ion 
a pllot is expected 
to take If they lose 
radio communication 
wi t h ATC during the 
departure If depart­
ing Runway 16 Left, 
for example, the air ­
craf t Should fly the 
lnitia1 113 - degree 
heading. If the pilot 
was unable to make 
radio contact with 
soca l Approach by the 
time they crossed 

the 5-mile point from 
t he VNV VOR. they 
should turn l e ft to 
3L3 degrees and in­
tercept the LAX 
342 -degree radial , 
and then contIn ue on 
the published pro ­
cedure . Also keep in 
mind th a t FAR 91 185 
reminds pilots who 
exp e r i en c e ra~io 

failure in VFR con­
ditions to proceed 
t o the destination 
Visually . 
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8 If no! in contact with Departur. Control 
" wilhin 05.0 from VNY VOR: 

Rwys 16L/R; Turn LEFT heading 313 0 10 

intercept In. tAX RJ42 and continue the 

published procedure . 
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TAKEOff OBSTACLE NOTES 

See- TAKEOfF 08STACLE NOTES psge (IO·J081). 


This SIO requires tak&OII minimums 

(for standard minimums, reler 10 airport chart ): 

Rwvt 16L/ R, JAL/ R: Siandard {or lower Ihan 

~t llPbrd, if authoriudl with III minimum cl imb 01 

o 
370 pe-r NM 10 7000. 

~d spced-KT 15 lOa 150 200 250 300 

370pe-r NM "63 ClI7 ens 12J3 15..2 1850 

12 INITIAL CLIMB TOP ALTITUDE 
Climb on heading 16Jo, 
cross FIM RI02 or 02.2 VNY 
at or below 1700, then 
cI imbing LEFT turn hnding 
11Jo 10 assigned alt i tude. 

Ass igned by 
ATC 

J"L! R 
Climbing LEFT tum heading 
25J" to auign..d altitude. 

ROUTING 
EXPECT RADAR voctors 10 IPtHO, then via transit Ion 
or aniogntd route . MAINTAIN AT( aulgnltd altitude, 
EXPECT h ied alti tude/ llight level 10 minutes after 
depart lll l!:. 
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